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SCHOLARSHIP OFFERINGS 2027
Application Due Date for All Scholarships: Monday December 07, 2026


1. UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 
(Award varies for part-time and full-time studies.)
This award is eligible to members who plan to enter or have already enrolled in undergraduate studies at an accredited institution of higher learning. Undergraduate studies are the first stage of higher education after high school, leading to an associate or bachelor’s degree, and providing broad foundational knowledge and skills before advancing to more specialized graduate programs.
2. GRADUATE & POSTGRADUATE STUDIES: 
(Award varies for part-time and full-time studies.)
This award is eligible to members who plan to enter or have already enrolled in graduate studies at an accredited institution of higher learning. Graduate studies, also known as postgraduate education, involve learning at a higher level than undergraduate programs and are designed to provide in-depth knowledge, research skills, and professional expertise in a chosen discipline. These programs typically include master’s degrees, professional degrees, and doctoral degrees (PhDs) 
3. MEDICAL STUDIES: RAYMOND JOHNSON SCHOLARSHIP
        (Award: Annual investment income varies each year and is distributed according to applicable rules. This scholarship is renewable up to four years or ends upon early graduation. if the recipient continues to study for the same degree.)

For this scholarship, “medical degree” or “medical studies” means an accredited post-baccalaureate professional or graduate program that prepares a student for licensure, certification, or professional practice in medicine, healthcare, Por a closely related field. Eligible programs may include MD, DO, DDS/DMD, PharmD, DPT, ND, DC, PA or other approved graduate or professional healthcare-related degrees.

In summary, applicants must be pursuing a qualifying medical or healthcare-related program beyond the bachelor’s level. Undergraduate preparation for a future medical career, including pre-med coursework or bachelor’s level health studies, is not sufficient for eligibility.
NOTE: Medical Studies Scholarship application may be re-categorized under Undergraduate or Graduate Studies to ensure appropriate and continued consideration. 
This scholarship is limited to one four-year term.  



4. VOCATIONAL/TRADE SCHOOL STUDIES: 
(Award: Tuition and reimbursable tools/equipment up to $2,000. Part of this award can be used for essential required tools, equipment, and supplies to learn and be reimbursed upon submitting a specified required list from the school & receipts to the District Secretary) 

This award is open to qualified members who plan to or are already enrolled full- or part-time at an accredited vocational, technical, trade institution or community college vocational program. 


5. SJÖLUNDEN - CONCORDIA LANGUAGE VILLAGES CAMP
(Award: This award covers a maximum of two weeks of tuition, not to exceed $3,000. It also reimburses travel expenses up to $800. Recipients are responsible for paying any costs above these limits)

This scholarship is eligible to members’ children or grandchildren ages 13 to 18. Sjölunden camp is in Bemidji, Minnesota, usually held in July or August, offering unique opportunities to explore Swedish traditions and culture through food, songs, sports, crafts, friendships, and full language immersion. For more information about the program, please visit www.concordialanguagevillages.org/languages/swedish. 
Parents are responsible for registering their child and submitting the school letter of acceptance to the District Secretary for payment with Claim Form. Recipients/Parents are also responsible for any costs beyond the tuition, and reimbursable travel. This District 15 scholarship is limited to two lifetime uses. Students who wish to attend more than two years may also apply for a similar scholarship through the VASA Grand Lodge. 

6. UPPSALA INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SESSION: 
(Award: This award covers a maximum of two weeks of tuition, not to exceed $3,000. It also reimburses travel expenses up to $800. Recipients are responsible for paying any costs above these limits.) 

This scholarship is eligible to members ages 18 and above. Uppsala International Summer Session is in Uppsala, Sweden, usually held in June or July. Participants study Swedish language at the appropriate level and learn through cultural courses, social activities, and excursions. The program includes housing in single rooms with private bathrooms, lunch on class days, and a few special dinners. For more information, please visit  https://uiss.org/course-overview/ Recipient is responsible for registering and submitting the school letter of acceptance to the District Secretary for payment with Claim Form. Recipients/Parents are also responsible for any costs beyond the tuition, and reimbursable travel. This scholarship is limited to one lifetime use.

7. NORDIC CULTURAL SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP: 
(Award: Tuition and Reimbursable expenses up to $2,000.) 

This award is eligible to members 55 years or older, who did not receive an award in the previous year. The scholarship must be used within two years from when it is given. It may be utilized for a Nordic related cultural program, (e.g., the adult Sjölunden camp in Bemidji, Minnesota (usually offered in April and October) or any Nordic related cultural learning opportunity. Any costs over and above the scholarship amount are the responsibility of the award recipients. 
Get ideas and information at www.concordialanguagevillages.org (800-450-2214), or www.elderhostel.org (877-426-8056). This District 15 scholarship is limited to two lifetime uses.

IMPORTANT SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

Applicant: Must be a member of a Local Lodge within District 15 for at least one year before applying. 

Language Camps: Families are responsible for any additional expenses including unaccompanied minor fee listed above. Sjölunden Scholarship may be received up to two times, and Uppsala Scholarship may be received only once. The Grand Lodge also offers Sjölunden scholarships for those wanting to go more than twice.

International Program: The scholarship holder is responsible for registering with the program and notifying the District Secretary upon receiving the letter of acceptance indicating the deadline for making the deposit by Wire Transfer SEK. The letter of acceptance offers a discount and due date for payment. 

Medical Programs: This is a four-year renewable scholarship, as long as the recipient is enrolled in the same medical program. The award ends earlier than four years if the student graduates or withdraws from the program. 

Reimbursement Payments: 
· Tuition award disbursements are traditionally made directly to the academic institution. The District Secretary receives the Claim Form for disbursement request. 
· Tuition -Medical Claim Form is turned in annually for continuing scholarship.  
· Travel award disbursements are made to the individual/parent. after the District Secretary receives the Claim Form and invoices/receipts for disbursement request. Supporting documents and date of your completed Cultural Scholarship Presentation with your lodge are due at the time of submitting the claim form for reimbursement to the District Secretary.

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS Travel fees of Unaccompanied Minors are the responsibility of the parent. 
Legally, an Unaccompanied Minor (UM) is any child under 18 traveling without an adult. Airlines consider UM to be children under a certain age (varies by airline). If your child is considered a UM by the airline, you must purchase the UM service from the airline. This service generally allows you through security to the gate, escort service for villagers at connecting airports, and allows Concordia Language Villages representatives to meet villagers at their gates. Most airlines will not accompany minors to a different airline for a connecting flight even if they are traveling under UM status. It is very important that you understand the UM policy for the airline with which you have booked the flight. When booking your Unaccompanied Minor service please remember the following: Tickets should be booked under “child” and not “adult.” Inform the airline or your travel agent that the reservation is for a minor.

Claim Form: 
· Supporting documents and claim form are sent to be the District Secretary and Cc the Scholarship Chairperson. 
· Academic students must include the school term and units for the term. 
· Unused scholarship money is reported to the district and returned. 

Multiple Applicants from One Family: Applications from more than one member of the same family are accepted, but only one scholarship will be awarded if there are other qualified applicants for the same scholarship. This rule promotes the fair distribution of limited scholarship funds among families.

Multiple Awards: You may apply for only one award at a time and may not hold more than one award at any given time.

Time Limit: Scholarships must be claimed within one year or they will be considered unclaimed. The scholarship season begins in December, and awards are decided in January. If you plan to use your scholarship in January, it is your responsibility to notify the Scholarship Committee by the end of December, so your award is not marked unclaimed. Unclaimed scholarships will and may be awarded to new applicants. However, the Elderhostel scholarships are an exception and may be claimed within two years.

Scholarship Amounts: Scholarship amounts may change each year based on available funds and the number of applicants. Because only two funds are available, the total amount awarded may vary. The medical studies award is handled separately and has its own fund and guidelines.

Part-time Enrollment Rules: 
· Scholarship awards will be prorated according to the student’s enrolled unit load and part-time or full-time enrollment status.
· For undergraduate students, taking fewer than 12 credits—typically three or fewer courses—is considered part-time, while full-time students usually take 12 or more credits per semester.  
· For graduate students, part-time enrollment often means taking fewer than 9 credits, with full-time status starting at 9 or more credits. 
· These thresholds can vary slightly depending on the institution, program, or national educational system.
Maximum: Starting in 2026, academic and cultural/camp scholarships will be subject to a combined cap of $15,000 per individual. 
Carrying Forward a Legacy of Culture, Fellowship, and Service
Vasa scholarships are more than financial assistance. They are a heartfelt investment in our students, our Swedish and Nordic community, and the future of the Vasa family. By preserving our culture and strengthening our fraternal organization, these scholarships help prepare the next generation and encourage recipients to remain connected during and after graduation.
We encourage recipients and alumni to remain active in Vasa by participating in lodge and cultural activities, sharing their talents, mentoring younger members, assisting with programs and events, and stepping into service and leadership opportunities. In doing so, they help carry our traditions, fellowship, and Swedish heritage from one generation to the next.
These scholarships are made possible through the generosity of donors who believe in the promise of our students and the future of our Swedish community. Their support helps preserve our culture, strengthen our fellowship, and ensure that our traditions continue to thrive for generations to come. We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helps make these scholarships—and the promise they represent—possible.

Questions?  	Contact Chairperson, Cheryl Johnson at 562/686-6471, 
email: happycherylc@aol.com, RE: District 15 Scholarship


Return Applications to:
		Cheryl Johnson, Chairperson
		13807 Penn St
		Whittier, CA 90602
	OR
		happycherylc@aol.com
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